MAY, 2010

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE
Dear (& Families:

“Research confirms that regardless of economic, racial, or cultural
background of the family — when parents are partners in their chil-
dren’s education, the results are improved student achievement, better

school attendance, reduced dropout rates, and decreased delinquency.”
Richard W. Riley, Secretary of Education of United States

The final weeks of school bring many opportunities to volunteer or visit
the school. We look forward to Field Day, Spring Music Concert, PA
Night, Fifth Grade Picnic, Thank You Day and a number of field trips.
When you get involved with your children’s education, everyone bene-
fits. For one thing, getting involved sends an important message to your
children: Education Is Important!

You're probably already doing more than you realize. After all, it’s the
little things you do each day that make the most difference.

HOPE TO SEE YOU AT QE!
Sincerely, D1. Kathy Winters

SCHOOLWIDE TITLE 1 SURVEY

We are asking all QE parents to complete a School Wide Title I Survey that
will help us in making improvements to our program that will benefit our
students. You may complete the survey online:

http://www.qesd.org/44812042110924460/forms/TakeSurvey.asp?
PageNumber=1&SurveyID=51L4l4517p4MH

or you may pick up a copy in the office.

Surveys must be completed online or turned ( o=,
into the office by May 7th. -

Thank you in advance for taking the time to
give us your input.

MAY CALENDAR

5 Project ACES Day
(Wear sneakers)

6 Market Day Pick Up
7:00-8:00 PM

=~ Student Council
Meeting—8:30 AM
Band Rehearsal
8:00-9:00 AM

Fifth Grade Field Trip
To Franklin Institute
10 Field Day

11 School Board
Meeting—7:00 PM

12 Fifth Grade
Spelling Bee 1:45 PM

Talent Show Practice
3:45-4:45 PM

13 Band Rehearsal
8:00-9:00 AM

PIE Meeting 6:30 PM
14 Field Day Raindate
14 /15 QSD Art Show
18 No School

20 QE Barnes
and Noble Night

Band Rehearsal
8:00-9:00 AM

25 Band & Chorus
Concert 6:30 PM

CONT. ON PAGE 2
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TEACHER REQUESTS

It’s hard to believe that we have completed three quarters of the school year. At this point in the year, the staff
begins planning for the upcoming school year.

The process for class placement for next year is one of those areas that we begin to work on in May. The teachers,
counselor, reading specialists, learning support teacher, ESL teacher and principal work together to balance
classes so all students needs can be met. In recent years, QE has been reduced to 2 teachers in each grade level
making it a challenge to create the most optimal grouping for children.

In the past, parent requests were taken in May and every effort was made to honor the requests. After much re-
flection, I am asking parents, who feel a strong need to make a request for a teacher, to schedule a meeting with
me. There are certainly some extenuating circumstances which may warrant a request and each one will be care-

fully considered.

Thank you for your understanding. Please feel free to contact me with any questions.

Dr. Kathy Winters, Principal

QE LIBRARY NEWS
It’s National Book Month

Barnes and Noble Book Fair
at the Promenade on Thursday, May 20th
5:30PM-7:30PM
Help us earn money for our school library!
Come here your favorite teacher read and
our chorus perform.
Listen to guest author Joe Kulka.
Three Families can win a Barnes and Noble
Gift Certificate.
Students can win lunch with their favorite
teacher!

Guest Readers:
5:30-5:40: Mrs. Nolan
5:40-5:50: Miss Musial
5:50-6: Miss Burrows
6-6:10: Mrs. Bruchak
6:10-6:20: Mrs. Groller
6:20-6:30: Mrs. Detweiler
6:30-6:45: 41/5th grade chorus
6:50-7: Miss Bohri
7-7:10: Mrs. Skonier
7:10-7:20: Mr. Wieand
7:20-7:30: Miss Catalogna
7:30- Guest author Joe Kulka
Table Hostesses:
Mrs. Groller, Mrs. Nolte and Mrs. Skonier

Website of the month:

www.scholastic.com/summer

Take the Scholastic Summer Challenge and
help set the world record. Begin logging in
your hours on May 1st.

Be sure to check out the summer reading program
at the Bucks Country Public Library!

NEWS FROM THE
GUIDANCE OFFICE

We are so proud of our students here at QE! Our 314, 4th,
& 5th grade students all worked very hard on the PSSA
tests and our whole student body was behind them 100%
offering encouragement and praise! Way To Go!
Our Terrific Kid Winners for March
for friendly behavior are:
AM K-Angeqiue J., Sarah W., Jack W.
PM K-Valen P., Aiden M., Carey M.
1st grade -Alyssa C., Olivia G., Zackary R.
ond grade - Damien K., Gage L., Samantha J.
3d grade - Julia C., Nick K., Mitchell H., Alexis K.,
Dakota F., Kimberly S.
4t grade - Lani B., Samanth F., George F.
5th grade - Lizet H., Emily K., Brandon C., Shayna A.,
Amanda F., and Logan E.

The Bucks County Intermediate Unit is offering a parent
workshop titled “Sane Parenting” (How to Absolutely,
Positively Refuse to Lose Your Cool and Avoid Sounding
Like Your Mother or Father) on 5/20/10 from 6-9 PM at
the IU. The cost for the program is $15.

BAND REHEARSALS

Please mark the dates and times on your calendar

Friday, May 7 8:00-9:00 AM
Thursday, May 13 8:00-9:00 AM
Thursday, May 20 8:00-9:00 AM

Tuesday, May 25 6:30 PM Band/Chorus Program
Thank you in advance for your cooperation and support!

CALENDAR CONTINUED:

26 First Grade Field Trip To Crayola Factory
Fifth Grade To Visit Strayer 9:30-11:45 AM
Talent Show Practice 3:45-4:45 PM

27 Kindergarten Trip To Trexler Park
Fourth Grade Pennsylvania Night 6:30 PM
School Board Meeting 7:00 PM

31 Memorial Day Holiday

June 14 Thank You Day

June 17 Noon Dismissal



http://www.scholastic.com/summer

ON THE QT

FIELD DAY

Quakertown Elementary students in grades three, four, and five have been participating in fitnessgram testing
during the past few weeks. Grades one and two have been working on jump rope and fitness skills activities.

Our annual Field Day will be held on May 10, with a raindate of May 14. Students look forward to Field Day each
year as a day of fun, athletic activity, and school spirit. I have sent out requests for parent volunteers for help prior
to Field Day. Please consider helping out if time in your busy schedules permits.

Project Aces Day will be held on Wednesday May 5. QCSD students have participated in this event for the past
several years. Each class will spend at least 30 minutes exercising to support their personal fitness.

More information can be found at lensaunders.com/aces/index.html.

PROJECT ACES DAY

On Wednesday, May 5 all classes will participate in Project ACES (All Children Exercising Simultaneously). Each
class will spend thirty minutes during the day walking or jogging on the track around Alumni Field. Each elemen-
tary school in the Quakertown Community School District will be talking part in this lifelong fitness activity.

FITNESSGRAM

As you know Quakertown Community School District does fitness testing from grades 3-12. For many years we
have used the Presidential Fitness Test and the standards for National and Presidential awards. This year, dis-
trict wide, we have moved forward to a newer fitness testing program called Fitnessgram.

Many of the fitness tests are similar to those used in the past and some are better for students. The Fitnessgram
Test in which our students participate for cardiovascular endurance are the pacer test and mile run. For flexibility
students do the shoulder flexibility test, trunk lift and back saver sit and reach. For muscle strength and endur-
ance students do the curl up test, pushups or flexed arm hang test.

The biggest difference in the testing is how the results are scored. The presidential tests give a norm referenced
score (50t percentile for national level and 85t percentile for presidential level). The Fitnessgram tests focus on
a Healthy Fitness Zone (HFZ). There is a HFZ for each test and the goal is for students to be in the HFZ in all
fitness areas. To see what the different HFZ’s are and find out more information about Fitnessgram go to
www.fitnessgram.net. A great advantage of this program is that all test scores can be recorded and an individual
report of your child’s scores can be generated. This report includes HFZ information for your child and sugges-
tions for your child’s improvement.

As in the past we will continue to celebrate your child’s physical fitness. Students scoring in the HFZ in all areas
will receive a certificate. Those students scoring in the top 10% of the HFZ will receive a certificate denoting their
achievement.

If you have any further questions regarding the Fitnessgram tests please feel free to contact me at 215-529-2443
or at jflynn@qcsd.org. Together we will continue to encourage fitness for all of our students.

Stay Active and Get Fit, Mr. Flynn

FOR YOUR SAFETY

Please be advised that with the warmer s

FIELD TRIPS

Kindergarten visits the Fish Hatchery & Trexler

weather comes the need to use good JU
judgment about choosing appropriate
school clothing for children. While we do not have a
specific dress code, I am asking parents to follow some
basic guidelines in terms of choosing clothing that is
appropriate for school. For example, please avoid hav-
ing children wear tops that may be to revealing for the
age group. This can become an issue particularly with
the intermediate age children.

Also, flip flops and high heeled sandals don’t work well
on the playground and in the wood chips. During re-
cess children like to run around and play games and I
am asking that you help your children enjoy this time
by choosing clothing that matches the activity.

Game Preserve on May 27.

First Grade visits The Crayola Factory on May 26.
Second Grade visits The Philadelphia Zoo on June 3.
Third Grade visited Crystal Cave.

Fourth Grade visited Peace Valley Nature Center.
Fifth Grade visits The Franklin Institute on May 7.

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR
QE CARES WINNERS

For Week of April 12: Isabel Carreras, Grade 5,
Mariana Olivares, Grade 3, Hope Davis, Grade 2

For Week of April 27: Marcus Milkowich, Grade 1,
Jordan Burden, Grade 3, Vanessa Jagger, Grade 1



http://www.fitnessgram.net
mailto:jflynn@qcsd.org
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25/50 BOOK GOAL

Students in kindergarten and 1st grade are expected to read 51 books or more to exceed the book goal, and stu-
dents in 2rd through 5% grade are expected to read 26 books or more. We hope to recognize all QE students by
the end of the school year. Continue reading and turning in those book logs! We are looking forward to cele-
brating with an ice cream sundae party at the end of the school year. The following students were recognized at
the April Panther Pride Assemblies for exceeding the book goal.

Kindergarten
David Brumbach

Angelique Jackson
Sarah Siegfried
Hayden Arrasmith
Tyler Koenig

15t Grade
Brittany Slabaugh
Julia Lorenz

Mark Turner
Zackary Stabeno
2nd Grade
Adrian Rojas

Jack Burke

3rd Grade

Olivia Hagenbuch
Shannon Ball
Mariana Olivares
4th Grade
George Fisher
Joanna Olivares
Dylan Gibson

5th Grade
Nathan Amey-Duffy
Brandon Craig
Emily Kratz

Julia Taylor

Rose Wireman
Karlie Williams

Kaden Burke
Logan Parker
Chloe Sullivan
Nancy Cirone

Dominic Wade
Kevin Pierce
Susana Keller

William Wright
Alexis Dick

Arielle Lightbourne
Eliza Craig
Charles Park

William Friemann
Amber Toth
Sara MacMullen

Foster Barndt
Cheyanne Fisher
Michael Mullen
Raul Torres
Winter Creech

Brooke Fulmer
Dominick Peterson
Jack Warnke
Aiden Melroy

Genieva Zick
Madeleine Barlow
Tyler Richardson

Gabriel Bawden
Ethan Shilko

Marianna Morris-Perez
Lamees El Tohami
Josephine Rowley

Jennifer Jimenez
Mark Wilsey

Alisa Buonanno
Veronica Honorato
Jesus Nunez

Kyren VanDemark

Rebecca Jackson
Darby Kozin
Carley McCoy
Jacob Bawden

Julio Escober
Carlos Flores
John Daley

Sarah Wireman

Malcolm Wilson

Amanda Ferrer
Patrick Leary
Madeleine Neiman
Paige Warfle

5 Tips to Encourage Reading at Home From the QE Reading Room

Designate a time during your daily routine for reading. Reading before bed each night will give your child a
time to rest between play and sleep.

Take visits to the library. There are many free programs and knowledgeable librarians who can help you

when choosing books.

Children enjoy often enjoy books about people, places, and things they know. You might also want to look
for books that capture your child’s interest.

Show your child that you enjoy reading. Sit down together to read books, newspapers, and magazines.

Computers may not replace a good book but can support reading. There are many computer programs and
websites that may grab your child’s interest and teach good lessons.




ON THE QT

COMPOSERS OF THE MONTH

Gustav Holst & John Williams

Gustav Holst was born in England in 1874 to a very musical family. His mother was a singer and his father was a
pianist. Gustav learned to play the organ, piano, and trombone as a child. He studied music composition (writing)
at the Royal College of Music in London. After college, Holst played trombone professionally. He soon realized
that he could not make enough money playing and composing, so he got a job as music director at St. Paul’s girls
school. Here he wrote his most famous work, The Planets. Because he was so busy teaching his students, it took
him over 2 years to write this! Holst wrote in many different styles over his lifetime. He died in 1934.

John Williams was born on Long Island, New York in 1932. His family later moved to Los Angeles and he attended
college at UCLA for music composition (writing). He served in the Air Force and afterwards, moved to New York
and attended Julliard School of Music. He worked as a jazz pianist before moving back to LA to begin his career in
films. John Williams has composed the music to over 80 films and created famous themes for many movies in-
cluding: Jaws, ET, Jurassic Park, Star Wars, Indiana Jones, Home Alone, and Superman. He was named the con-
ductor of the Boston Pops in 1980 and retired from this position in 1993. He also composed music for orchestra
and the themes for NBC News, and the 1984, 1988, and 1996 Summer Olympic Games. John Williams is still com-
posing music today.

CALLING ALL NEW FIRST GRADERS

Attention QE parents! If you know of a family member,
neighbor, or friend whose child did not attend a school

ART SHOW

The biggest QCSD ART SHOW of the year is quickly
approaching! We hope to see many students and their

families attend this yearly event. Come to support
Quakertown’s young, aspiring artists and enjoy the
beautiful array of artwork from all levels in the Quak-
ertown schools! All work will be on display in the High
School Upper Gym. The show will be available for
viewing on Friday, May 14 from 6-8:30pm and
on Saturday, May 15 from 10-2:30pm. We hope

within the Quakertown Community School District for
kindergarten but is planning to for first grade, please
pass this information along. Registration for next
school year will begin immediately! Please ask your
family member, neighbor, or friend to call Mrs. Fother-
gill (215-529-2001) in the District Office to make an

to see you therel! appointment for registration.

COLLECTIONS UPDATE

The NCAA March Madness BOXTOPS contest brought in $75 dollars.

The winner of the basketball is Jesus Nunez in Miss Catalogna's 5th grade class. Jesus's name was drawn from the
BoxTop sheets that selected DUKE University as the winner of the Championships. Congratulations, Jesus!!

The Campbell's Labels Baseball contest runs through April 30. Every sheet counts as one hit for your class.
The class with the most hits/homeruns wins an in-class Baseball theme party. Remember to save the UPC code
NOT the picture on the front of the label. New collection sheets are in the lobby.

A new Campbell's Labels coodinator is needed for next year. The duties may be divided between a few
people (collecting and cutting the labels; adding the total of labels and sending them in; and contests).The note-
book has all the info and what to do.

Please call Sue Wilsey 267-261-6202 or let a PIE officer know you can help. The Nestle's water label collection pro-
gram has been discontinued by Nestle's. Please save your TYSON product lables, Redner's grocery tapes and soda
tabs. If you have any new ideas for fundraising please see a PIE officer.

PIE NEWS

Thank You Day is coming up on Monday, June 14. This is an ALL day event filled with FUN for the Quakertown
Elementary students. We need lots of volunteers for this event. If there is any day to take off of work and spend it
with your child, this is the day! If you would like more information, please call the school office at 215-529-2410.

Our next PIE Meeting will be Thursday, May 13 at 6:30 PM
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REMINDERS, REMINDERS, REMINDERS...

SNOW DAY MAKE-UPS

Since the snowy winter weather has caused us to use four snow days, we will add two days onto the end of the
year, as specified in the approved calendar. That means that the final day of school will now be June 17 instead of
June 15. DISMISSAL WILL BE AT NOON ON JUNE 17. The calendar for the rest of the school year will be
unaffected. Graduation will still be on June 15, 2010.

STUDENT ACCOUNTS

Now is the time to find those overdue library books and check your lunch accounts. Students with lost, unre-
turned books or owing money to the cafeteria DO NOT receive their final report card unless parents settle their
child’s account.

BABYSITTER/DAY CARE REQUEST FOR 2010-2011 SCHOOL YEAR

If your child(ren) will be using a babysitter or day care provider for the next school year, please be sure to com-
plete an Adult Supervision Form (available from the school office). Please keep the following guidelines in mind
as you consider your arrangements: 1. A request must apply to every school day. Requests for changes on miscel-
laneous or alternate days will not be considered. 2. If busing is involved, students are restricted to one morning
bus assignment and one afternoon assignment. 3. Babysitter requests must be renewed each year.

PLANNING A TRIP

If you wish to have your child excused from school to go on a trip with you or another adult, you
must first complete an “Educational Trip Request” form which delineates the educational as-
pects of the trip at least five days prior to the trip. This is school district policy. Teachers will
then arrange for any work that will be missed while your child is away. Forms are available in
the school office. According to school district policy, absences for trips must be limited to five (5)
o, school days or less. Any trip beyond 5 days will result in a letter from a district administrator.
It’s advisable to check the school calendar and plan trips for already scheduled “no school” dates.

AFTER SCHOOL PLANS RELAY FOR LIFE held on

Occasionally your child may want to visit with a friend after May 1 & 2, is a unique fundraising event
school which requires him/her to take a different bus, or to get off | that allows participants from all walks of
at a different bus stop, or to be picked up at school by someone | life to join together to fight cancer. The Re-
other than yourself. We normally are glad to accommodate this lay reminds us that progress is being made
practice; however, for the protection of your child(ren), we insist | in the fight against cancer, and that every-
that a permission note be written by the parent or guardian of | one who participates is making a differ-

each child. ' _ ence! We'd like to thank Miss Musial for
Notes should also be written for doctor and dental appointments. organizing QE’s fundraisers.
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