
Dear QE Families:  
QE CARES (Caring and Respectful Elementary Students) 

Throughout the upcoming school year, we will focus on a particular character trait as 
it relates to building respect and a sense of community. Beginning in September, and 
for each month following, we will focus on the following themes: Respect, Inclusion, 
Courage, Compassion, Tolerance, Understanding and Perseverance. 

OUR SCHOOL PLEDGE IS: 
“I will show respect to others. I will show respect to our school. 

I will practice good safety rules. I will practice good learning habits. 
We all know what’s right. We all know what’s good. 

We will do the things we know we should.” 

It is our intent to create a positive and encouraging learning environment for all stu-
dents. We also have much to celebrate about our school and the students’ achieve-
ments as measured by our  PSSA accomplishments: 
     Grade 3  Grade 4  Grade 5 
% reaching standard math   88%   95%  92% 
% reaching standard reading   90%   73%   84% 
% reaching standard writing      89% 
% reaching standard science     89% 
These percentages include all students who participated in the assessments and the 
assessments differ from grade level to grade level. The PSSA results reflect one of the 
measures of a school’s achievement and certainly the focus on individual achievement 
throughout the school year as indicated by report cards, benchmark assessments and 
teacher conferences is valuable information to use to monitor your child’s learning. 

Sincerely, Dr. Kathy Winters 
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OCTOBER, 2009 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

On The QT 

OCTOBER  
CALENDAR 

October 1  
Market Day  

Pick Up  
7:00-8:00 PM 

October 6  
Reading Support  

Information  
Meetings  

9:15AM & 6:30PM 

October 8  
K-2 Fire  

Prevention Prog. 
11:00 AM 

PIE Meeting   
6:30 PM 

October 9 
Fall Festival 

4:00-7:00 PM 

October 15  
Grade 4  

To Peace Valley 

October 20  
Rain Forest  
Assembly  
6:30 PM 

October 23  
Grade 3  

To Crystal Cave 

WELL DONE From The  Pennsylvania  

Department of Education 
QE has met all AYP targets for the 2008-2009 school year. QE 

has performed well this year and appears to be on track to meet the goal of all stu-
dents attaining proficiency in Reading and Math by the year 2014. Detailed PSSA and 
AYP results are available on the department’s AYP website, http://paayp.emetric.net. 

GOING GREEN... At QE we are making every effort to “Go Green” and re-

duce our costs for printing. We’ve emailed and provided a paper copy to the youngest 
child of this newsletter. In the future, we will provide a paper copy only by request. 
Please contact the office if you would like a copy, 215-529-2410.  

http://paayp.emetric


THE RAIN FOREST IS COMING 
Alligators, snakes and jungle cats – beautiful parrots, macaws, amazons, cockatoos, and 
greys from around the world. It’s all coming to Quakertown Elementary.  
We are not talking puppets here. This is the real thing. Arrangements have been made 
for an appearance of Understanding Wildlife’s “Live On Stage, The Rain Forest” to 
appear in our community. This will take place at Quakertown Elementary on Tuesday, 
October 20 at 6:30 PM. Understanding Wildlife is a non-profit organization that travels 
from California to New York City with this incredible rain forest program. 
Animal trainers will make a presentation during the day to all students here at our 
school. They will explain how energy conservation and recycling will help save the beau-
tiful animals the children are seeing and other ways we can all help save our rain forests 
will be covered. Then at 6:30 PM a wildly entertaining program will be put on for your 
entire family. Students will be able to interact with a few of these magnificent creatures. 
(Ever pet a live alligator?) 
The cost for the program is $5.00 per person. (Children under 3 years old are admitted 
for free). Plan now to attend and please, all children must be accompanied by an adult. 
    This is an event that will be enjoyed by the entire family. 

P A G E  2  O N  T H E  Q T  

STUDENT COUNCIL 
The first Student Council meeting for both classroom representatives  

will be on Friday, October 2 in the library beginning at 8:30 AM. 

QE CARES  
We will again be implementing the QE Cares Program 
that “catches” students being kind. When a teacher 
spots a RAK (random act of kindness), a student earns 
a lottery ticket. A drawing will be held on Mondays 
during the morning announcements. Three random 
tickets will be chosen and those winners will earn a 
small gift. We look forward to all of the kind behavior 
from our wonderful group of students! 

25/50 BOOK GOAL 
Standard #1:  Independent Reading states… 
The students read at least 25/50 books and/or book equivalents each year in school, as 
well as outside of school, that include materials of high quality, complexity, and diversity. 

All students here at Quakertown Elementary are expected to reach this goal.  We encourage students to exceed the 
goal.  Students in Kindergarten and First Grade will be expected to read 50 books to MEET the Goal and 51 or 
more books to EXCEED the goal.  Students in Second through Fifth Grades will be expected to read 25 books to 
MEET the Goal and 26 or more books to EXCEED the goal. 
Students are expected to read at least 15-20 minutes each night.  Each time a child completes a book he/she re-
cords it on a book log.  When the book log is completed, the student returns it to his/her classroom teacher.  
Books from the book log will be tallied by the classroom teacher. 
This year’s theme is “Ice Cream for Books!” There is a display in the cafeteria that will acknowledge students who 
meet and exceed the Book Goal.  Students who EXCEED the Book Goal will receive special recognition of his/her 
accomplishment at the Panther Pride Assemblies throughout the year.  These students will also be invited to an 
ice cream sundae party.   

 Mrs. Groller and Miss Ludy,  Reading Specialists 

*Check out “The Building Readers” on QE’s website for great strategies and activities  
that will help to promote literacy at home!* 

MARK YOUR 

CALENDAR 

NOW 

COLLECTIONS FOR THIS YEAR 
Please save the following labels and boxtops and de-
posit in the containers in the lobby. Your help will get 
our school more classroom and playground equip-
ment!! Look for more fun contests this year!! 

Boxtops for Education, Campbell's Labels,  
Nestle's water bottle labels and soda can rings 

The new Boxtops contest will run through October 28. 
Please check the dates - expired boxtops do not count. 
Congratulations to everyone for bringing in over 
20,000 Campbell's Labels points in 2008-2009. 



NEWS FROM THE GUIDANCE OFFICE 
All of our students are off to a great start!  They have settled in and have adjusted to being back to school or to 
being in school for the very first time!  In September, I visited all of the classes for a guidance lesson.  In K-2 we 
did an activity on respect/saying positive comments about ourselves and others and in 3-5th grades we did an ac-
tivity about team work and respect.  The character trait for October is Inclusion.  Red Ribbon Week is celebrated 
nationwide October 23-31st when students take an active stance to make healthy choices and say no to drugs.  The 
guidance lesson in October will be about inclusion as well as about making healthy choices and setting goals.   
Please feel free to contact me anytime with any questions or concerns about your child.     

Mrs. Eileen Bruchak (215-529-2413) ebruchak@qcsd.org 

P A G E  3  V O L U M E  1 ,  I S S U E   2  

COMPOSER OF THE MONTH 

Edvard Grieg was born in Norway in 1843.  His mother 
was his first piano teacher and at the age of 15, he went 
to study piano and musical theory at the Leipzig Con-
servatory.  In 1867, he started the Norwegian Academy 
of Music.  Grieg wrote music that used the melodies of 
rhythms of Norway.  Because he promoted the music of 
Norway, the Norwegian government paid him to help 
write Norwegian music.  Grieg’s music is considered to 
be in the Romantic style of music.  He was very famous 
throughout Europe and was admired by other famous 
composers.  Although he was successful, Grieg was shy.  
He chose not to be in public attention while continuing 
to compose music.  Edvard Grieg died in 1907.  The 
Norwegian government declared this date a day of na-
tional mourning. 

LIBRARY NEWS  
October is Family History Awareness Month 

Learn To Love Learning At Your Library! 

Look what’s happening: 

Fourth grade students are researching Pennsylvania 
animals for their Peace Valley Field Trip. Each student 
will create an original PowerPoint Project. (Information 
Literacy Standard: ñAccesses information efficiently 
and effectively.ò) 

Did you know that October is Dinosaur Month? 
Share a dinosaur book with your child. 

October 18 -24th Teen Read Week For tips on how to 
celebrate, visit online at www.ala.org/ala/yalsa    
(Click on the Teen Reading Tab) 

Website of the month:    
JMemorize   http://jmemorize.org  

Create and use flashcards on the computer 

IF YOU ARE KEEPING YOUR CHILD 

HOME FROM SCHOOL DUE TO ILLNESS 

We are requesting that ALL parents call their child’s 
school that morning with the following information: 
Reason for absence:  Indicate your child’s tem-
perature if known (before taking fever reducing 
medicine).  Also indicate any presence of a cough, 
sore throat, runny/ stuffy nose or body aches.  
Students need to stay home for the duration of ill-
ness: until they are fever free (while off of fever-
reducing medicine) for a minimum of 24 hours. 

4 Main Ways To Keep From Getting Sick: 

1. Practice good hand hygiene by washing your 
hands often with soap and water. 

2. Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when 
you cough or sneeze or cough/sneeze 
into your elbow not your hands. 

3. Stay home if you or your child is sick. 
4. Get your family vaccinated. 

WHAT IS UNLAWFUL ABSENCE FROM SCHOOL? 
The school district is responsible for monitoring and maintaining records of the attendance of students. All ab-
sences should be treated as unlawful until the school district receives a written excuse explaining the reason(s) for 
an absence. Parents/guardians and students should submit the written explanation within three calendar days of 
the absence and should be informed that if they fail to provide a written excuse with three days of the absence, the 
absence would be permanently counted as unlawful.  

PIE NEWS 
Thank you to all the parents that attended our QE 
Parent Night on September 15. The winners of the 
drawing for new backpacks were: Caitlyn Covaleski, 
Grade 1 and Jack Burke, Grade 2. Congratulations to 
both students. 
On September 30, look for our newest fundraiser 
“Coins For QE”. Plastic jugs will be sent home with 
information inside. 
The Fall Festival is coming on Friday, October 9 
from 4:00-7:00 PM. Plan on attending and signing 
up to help. 

OUR NEXT PIE MEETING WILL BE HELD 
ON THURSDAY, OCTOBER 8, 2009  

AT 6:30 PM 

mailto:ebruchak@qcsd.org
http://www.ala.org/ala/yalsa
http://jmemorize.org
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